
 

 

Volume 19,  Issue 12 

December 2017 

 

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM 
December 8th: 7-11pm,  9th: 6-10pm,  10th: 5-9pm 

 

(Not handicap accessible; No childcare; No reservations) 

Invite your friends and family to this walk-through drama where you  

will travel the route Joseph and Mary traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem  

where Jesus was born. Christmas is God’s gift to the world -  

Journey To Bethlehem is our gift to our community. 

 

Services at 10am and 5pm will be identical. All services are for 

the whole family—no childcare. No childrens’ sermon at 11pm. 

If you would be willing to help at one of the services, contact 

the church office, 618-281-5605. 



Serving In December… 
 

DECEMBER DEACONS  Jeff Lane, Terry Geist 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

DECEMBER 3 David Bueltemann, Monte Wilhelm, 

Terry Guethle, Mike Ramsey 

DECEMBER 10 Andy Baxter, David Feazel, Terry 

Konkel, Nate White 

DECEMBER 17 Dave Smith, Kyle Brinkmann, Nick  

Cracchiolo, Mike Gaynor, Ben Nelson 

DECEMBER 24 Jim Powers, Ray Fischer, Rob Gion,  

Dennis Haudrich, Tom McBroom, Karl Nowak 

DECEMBER 31  Al Bollinger, Dewayne Gerberding, 

Randy Riebeling, Tommy Hopewell, Tim Toolen 
 

INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF 

DECEMBER 3    Denise Byrd, Donna Baxter 

DECEMBER 10  Mindy Guethle, Denise Byrd 

DECEMBER 17  Candi Feazel, Donna Baxter 

DECEMBER 24  Donna Baxter, Mindy Guethle 

DECEMBER 31  Denise Byrd, Candi Feazel 
 

SECURITY 

DECEMBER 3  Jeremy Barton, Andy Baxter, Russ 

Harrison 

DECEMBER 10 Dewayne Gerberding, Jeff 

McClanahan, Rick Davis 

DECEMBER 17 Francis Asselmeier, Bob Pellman,  

Paul Freed 

DECEMBER 24 Doug Rose, Ron Snow, Russ Harrison 

DECEMBER 31  Terry Geist, Ken Cooper, Rick Davis 
 

USHERS 

Francis Asselmeier, John Love, Dick Hoffman, Don 

Horn, Orville Preslar, Andy Baxter, Jeff McClanahan, 

Joe Iorio 
 

FIRST AID RESPONDER 

DECEMBER 3 Amy Iorio 

DECEMBER 10 Rachel Ray 

DECEMBER 17 Michael Wagner 

DECEMBER 24 Erin Westfall 

DECEMBER 31  Mary Wilhelm 
 

NURSERY WORKERS 

DECEMBER 3 

Babies/Crawlers: Christel Abbeg, Karen Franke, 

Teresa Toolen 

1s & 2s: Tim & Francine Verbeke 

3’s: Eva Roeschlein 

Pre-K: Mark & Shannon Laxton 

DECEMBER 10 

Babies/Crawlers: Jon & Jessie Maus, Heather &  

Addison White 

1s & 2s: Audrey Trembly, Theresa Weekley 

3’s: Andy & Jenny Greenfield 

Pre-K: Larry & Diana Goleaner 

DECEMBER 17 

Babies/Crawlers: John & Cindy Love, Nick & Lindsey 

Greenfield 

1s & 2s: Adam & Jayme Hemken 

3’s: Susan Baum & Family 

Pre-K: Kara Grafton, Youth Helper 

DECEMBER 24 

Babies/Crawlers: Rachel Ebner, Bailey Ebner, Christal 

Woodell 

1s & 2s: Caitlin Brinkmann, HELP NEEDED 

3’s:  Courtney & Teagan Barton 

Pre-K:  Dennis & Michelle Haudrich 

DECEMBER 31 

Babies/Crawlers:  Mike & Dawn Gaynor  

1s & 2s:  Ashley Ramsey, HELP NEEDED 

3’s:  Ben & Julie Nelson 

Pre-K:  Phyliss Kaiping, Emma Kaiping 

 

Dear Church Family,  

 As I reflect over the last several weeks I am 

filled with thankfulness. I want to first thank each 

of you for your love, care, prayers, cards, texts and 

meals as I brought Evy Lu home from China. I am so 

grateful to get to be her mother, she is such a bless-

ing. Many have asked how she is doing. For the most 

part, she is doing wonderful. She is usually full of 

smiles and giggles. She has adjusted to her new  

routine here and started school. She needs some  

extensive dental work done. One of her teeth has an 

infection and needs to be pulled. If all goes well she 

will have a dental procedure/surgery on December 

14th to take care of all of it. Over the last week, it 

has been exciting to watch her experience new 

things for the first time.  

Holidays are a fun time spent with family. Do 

you have traditions? What activities do you include 

to help point your kids to Christ over the holidays? I 

am thankful that I can start new traditions with Evy. 

I want her to know Thanksgiving is a national holiday, 

but we are most thankful that God sent His son     

Jesus to die for us that we can have hope. I want 

her to know Christmas is about Jesus. Without 

Christmas, there is no hope as this is when the    

Savior comes! As we put our Christmas tree up she 

was enamored with the lights. This is once again a 

time when I can talk to her about the light of Christ 

(I plan to take drives at night to look at lights as 

well). As we worked to decorate for Christmas I also 

got out my nativity and a child one for Evy. Each   

evening we sit on the floor and play with the pieces. 

I tell her who or what the pieces are and how they 

are a part of the Christmas story. I pray that next 

year she is telling me the story. I have some big 

figurines of Mary and Joseph. Mary is holding baby 

Jesus. Evy points to it and pretends to rock a baby.  

I pray for Evy often that she will understand the  

importance of that baby that Mary is holding. These 

are simple steps but all pointing her to Jesus. As she 

grows older and more in her English she will under-

stand more and our conversations will get deeper.  I 

pray that you find ways to point your kids to Christ 

this season. Try to make traditions that your chil-

dren will look forward to and that can be passed 

down to their children.  

 I am thankful to serve alongside every one of 

you! I want to wish you a Merry Christmas!  
 

Jenny Auld  



CHRISTMAS IDEAS TO DO WITH YOUR FAMILY 
 

Celebrate Advent at Home with your family 
 You can use an Advent Calendar (Can be found at a Christian Bookstore).  Make 

sure if you use this idea to get one that is about Christ and reveals part of His 
story each day. 

 

Read books that tell of Christ’s birth.  Make it a bedtime tradition in December to read 
a book about Christ’s birth. 
 

As a family act out the story of Jesus’ birth. 
 You can have one person read the account and the rest act it out. 
 If you have younger children you can purchase nativity sets that are age appro-

priate and help them act the story out with the pieces. 
 

Make Christmas Cookies and take to your neighbors.  This is a way to teach your     
children to give to others and show Christ’s love. 
 

Go to a nursing home and pass out cards, candy and/or sing Christmas carols. 

The Birth of Jesus  (Luke 2: 1-20 NIV) 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And 

everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, 

who was pledged  to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 

came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 

and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
9 An  angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 

cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he  

is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 

lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and say-

ing, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they 

had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard 

it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all the things they had heard and 

seen, which were just as they had been told. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24976a


Our Deepest Sympathy Is Extended To… 
 

   Dixie Bailey & family in the passing of her mother. 

   Robert Gallagher in the passing of his mother. 

Please Note: 

 Business Meeting - December 13 - 6:30pm 

 No activities at FBCC Wednesday, December 27 

Poinsettias    

Order a poinsettia in memory 

or in honor of  a loved one to 

decorate our worship center 

for Christmas by filling out a 

reservation form, located at 

the Welcome Center by       

Sunday,  December 3, or call 

the office by Monday,       

December 4. Plants are $6.50 

each; please pay when you fill 

out your form. 

For the Record—November 2017 

Bible Study Average 227  

Weekly Worship Average 394  

Monthly Budget Offering Received $65,328.20 

YTD Budget Needed $840,341.28 

YTD Budget Received $798,322.79 

Building Fund  $6,193.00 

   

World Mission OfferingWorld Mission OfferingWorld Mission Offering   

OUR GOAL THIS YEAR OUR GOAL THIS YEAR OUR GOAL THIS YEAR ---   $22,000$22,000$22,000   
   

This offering supports This offering supports This offering supports    

   International Mission Board (IMB) International Mission Board (IMB) International Mission Board (IMB)    

   North American Mission Board (NAMB) North American Mission Board (NAMB) North American Mission Board (NAMB)    

   Illinois Baptist State Association (IBSA)Illinois Baptist State Association (IBSA)Illinois Baptist State Association (IBSA)   

Monthly Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner 

Join us Wednesday, December 6 for our once a month    

fellowship dinner. Menu: roast beef, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, salad bar, dinner rolls, dessert. Cost $4 

per person, $3 for kids 10 and under, $15 max per 

household. Contact the office by noon Monday,     

December 4 to make a reservation. 

FBC COLUMBIA SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: 
SUNDAY: 
    Bible Study Groups 8:15am  (adult classes—no nursery or childcare) 
    Worship  9:30am  (childcare for birth through Pre-K) 
    Bible Study Groups      11:00am  (all ages birth through age 150!) 
    AWANA  5:00-6:30pm (September—April; ages 3 through 5th 
grade) 
    Youth Group  5:00-6:30pm (grades 6-12—Student Ministry Center) 
     FBC Choir   5:00-6:30pm (September-May) 
WEDNESDAY: 
    Youth Group  6:30-8:00pm (meets at Student Ministry Center) 
    Bible Study & Prayer 6:30pm 
    Hiz Kidz Choir  6:30pm (September—April; ages 4 through 5th grade) 
 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF: 

For ministry needs, please don’t hesitate to contact a member of our staff personally. 

Jonathan Peters, Senior Pastor  (618-978-7989) 
Lonnie Trembly, Associate Pastor, Students  (618-977-9719) 
Jonathan Cole, Associate Pastor Worship & Discipleship (407-928-9516) 
Jenny Auld, Director, Preschool & Children Ministries   (636-248-4203) 
 
Karen Mercer, Secretary     Diana Goleaner, Secretary      Susan Baum, Bookkeeper 

Mark Walter, Custodian    Terry Geist, Custodian 
   

Like us on Facebook: FBC Columbia         

Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/fbccolumbia      

Meet & Greet Pastor Benito 

At FBCC In The Atrium 

Monday, December 4 

6:30-8:00pm 

Pastor Benito is our contact with 

the orphanage in Grande Savanne, 

Haiti, where many of our members 

have  Christian Church in Grande 

Savanne. 


